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PROFILE YOUR COUNTY’S

Early Literacy Statistics that Lead to High School Dropouts

Directions:

1. Below is Greenville County’s Early Literacy Profile.  

2. Your profile need not be so extensive.

3. Use the following Websites to search for the statistics you wish to include in your club’s profile.
For Background Information

National Institute for Literacy Serves as a national resource on current, comprehensive literacy research, practice, and policy
www.nifl.gov/nifl/early_childhood.html
For Your County or City’s Data

· First Steps Data  Provides data in the following areas: demographics, child health, families, and early childhood education.
www.ors2.state.sc.us/firststeps/data.asp
· South Carolina KidsCount  Provides state and local reports with extensive data on children and families in South Carolina. The goal of the site is to provide parents, policymakers, educators, children's service providers, and the public with a better understanding of the needs of children, youth, and families. 

www.sckidscount.org/index.asp

· SC Department of Education Provides data from schools by County or District 

www.ed.sc.gov/topics/researchandstats/

· South Carolina Community Profiles Provides data by county, zip code, census tracts

www.sccommunityprofiles.org 
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Early Literacy Statistics that Lead to High School Dropouts

Of Greenville’s children, 19% are assessed “not ready” in reading for first
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grade (24% African American & Others)—SC KidsCount 
Synopsis:  For these children, the achievement gap begins at birth. Those with no pre-literacy interventions between infancy and 1st grade struggle to learn to read. Failure to read by 3rd grade is strongly correlated to high school dropouts.  
FACT:  Mother’s educational level is the #1 correlate to the child’s high school graduation.
· 1098 babies are born to mothers not completing high school

· 60.1% of births to Hispanics are to mothers not completing high school

· 15% of  25—34 year-olds (many parents) have not completed either high school or a GED
· 25% of adults (many parents) are functionally illiterate

· Hispanics immigrating to the U.S. aged 12 or older function at NAALS Level 1, the lowest literacy proficiency level 

FACT: Lower economic status can often predict lower educational outcomes.
· 600 babies are born to mothers younger than 20; 81.7% of these are single mothers

· 3296 babies under age 1 are enrolled in Medicaid

	 
	White
	African American
	Hispanic
	Other
	Total

	Children Under 1
	1,543
	957
	131
	665
	3,296


· An estimated 3550+ women receive WIC services

· 18% children live in poverty

2007 Teen Pregnancies in Greenville County 
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FACT: A 48 month old child’s vocabulary size is primarily established within the family and predicts his 1st and 11th grade reading scores.
Meaningful Differences in the Everyday Experience of Young American Children describes a decades-long research study that reveals the powerful impact a 3 year old child’s environment can play in his or her vocabulary development.

· Children of parents from working-class families have half as many language experiences as children of professional parents. Children of parents on welfare had one third the language experiences as children of professional parents.

· In a 5,200-hour year, these differences translate to 11.2 million words for a child of professional parents, 6.5 million words for a child of working-class parents, and only 3.2 million words for children of parents on welfare. Not only did children of parents on welfare have smaller vocabularies than children of both working class and professional parents, but also their vocabulary growth was slower, indicating an ever-widening gap between the groups. (Betty Hart and Todd Risley, 1995).
FACT:  Greenville children not prepared in reading readiness face later risks
· 27% of 1st graders do not consistently demonstrate readiness (65% African American & Others)

· 34% of 1st graders are assessed “ not ready” in communication for first grade (43% African American & Others)
· 22% of fourth graders perform below basic level on the PACT Reading Test
FACT:  A growing number of Hispanic children are entering our school system.  

· Only 40 percent of Latino 3- to 5-year-olds attend preschool, compared with approximately 60 percent of both African-American and white children. Ironically, Latinos are particularly in need of early intervention: They often live in poverty, their parents generally have low levels of education, and in recently arrived immigrant families, children's exposure to English can be minimal. 

· In the Greenville’s Hispanic community, 60.1% of births to Hispanics are to mothers not completing high school, labeled “Mothers Who Don’t Know How” by syndicated columnist William Raspberry.

· Hispanics immigrating to the United States aged 12 or older function at NAALS Level 1, at the lowest national literacy proficiency level.

In South Carolina, the largest numbers of Hispanics/Latinos are Greenville 
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FACT:  62% of low income families have no books in their homes
FACT:  Greenville is a microcosm of a national crisis. According the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, “early literacy has become a national crisis”— 
· 1 of 5 school age children suffer from reading failures

· 73% of 2nd grade poor readers had phonemic awareness or spoken language problems in kindergarten

· A child who is not fluent reader by 4th grade is likely to struggle with reading into adulthood.  In low income urban schools 70% of 4th grade children read below basic level.

· 75% of school dropouts and 50% of adolescents and young adults with criminal records have reading problems http://www.asha.org/Facts on Early Literacy(11/16/06)
Data not specifically cited above is taken from:  2004-2007 Greenville County KidsCount, Greenville Literacy, Greenville County Schools, March of Dimes, WIC, and National Adult Literacy Survey.
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