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Pickens County Profile
2007 Pickens County Kids Count Report

Readiness and Early School Performance
For two decades the Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery assessed language, social skills, visual and auditory discrimination, memory recall, and knowledge of colors, letters, numbers, names of objects, etc. Since 2001 the South Carolina Readiness Assessment has been carried out by classroom teachers for the entire school year to assess personal and social development and Math and English/Language Arts knowledge and skills tied to the state academic standards. These assessments have shown that too many children reach school without the readiness skills needed for success in learning. Moreover, some schools are not ready to respond appropriately to the varying developmental levels of children in the early grades. As a result, too many students do not experience the success needed to create the motivation and engagement that sustain learning.

Kindergartners Consistently Demonstrating Readiness in 2007

Kindergarten Assessment of Readiness for First Grade 

English-Language Arts

White Male 
  White Female 
Afr/Amer & Other Male 
   Afr/Amer & Other Fem 
Total
Commu-

Nication      60.0% 

72.3% 

51.4% 



55.4% 

63.8%

Reading 
70.3% 

84.2% 

66.7% 



75.6% 

75.9%

Writing 
64.1% 

76.3% 

52.3% 



60.2% 

67.6%
Failures Grades 1-3 in 2007

    55 or 4.3% children failing first grade

    32 or 2.5% children failing second grade

    31 or 2.4% children failing third grade

Failures Grades 1-3 in 2007

White Male 
  White Female 
Afr/Amer & Other Male 
   Afr/Amer & Other Fem

 10.0% 

6.1% 

    21.4% 




6.1%

Over-age for Grade 3 in 2007

    227 children over-age

    17.9% children over-age

Special Education: Large numbers of children are placed in special education classes. In elementary school, 285 six and seven year olds and 287 eight and nine year-olds were enrolled in special education classes during 2006-07, approximately 11.3% and 9.9% of their age groups respectively. Of 8-9 year olds, 11.7% of Whites and 8.0% of African-American and Others were in special education.

Readiness Summary: A serious problem exists in terms of student readiness and school success in the early grades. With 28.7% assessed not consistently ready for the 1st grade, 17.9% over age in grade 3, and 9.9% of eight and nine year-olds placed in special education, unacceptably large numbers of students still begin Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 4,813 children lived with only one parent. This was 21.4% of all children, up from 16.2% in 1990, 12.2% in 1980, and 8.0% in 1970. In 2000, 18.9% of White and 43.8% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000, 1,406 or 19.1% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 16.2% of White and 41.6% of African-American and Other pre-schoolers. school without good prospects of success in future school achievement and graduation.
Family

Families have always been the most important influence in a child's life. Children depend on their families for material needs, stimulation and guidance. Family life is different in numerous ways from previous generations, and many families now face exceptional challenges.

Families with children make up a smaller share of all households than in the past. Only 31.2% of all households in 2000, as compared with 46% of households in 1960, had children below the age of 18.

Births to Teen Mothers: In 2005, 52 babies were born to mothers younger than age 18. They were 4.0% of all babies born in the county; 4.0% of all White and 3.8% of all African-American and Other babies were born to teen mothers under the age of 18. Of the babies born to these teens in 2005, 94.2% were born to single mothers, including babies whose fathers formally acknowledged paternity but had not married the mothers.

In 2005, 170 babies were born to mothers younger than age 20; of these 53 were not the first births to the teen mothers. Babies of mothers under age 20 were 13.0% of all born in the county; 12.9% of all White and 13.5% of all African-American and Other babies were born to mothers under the age of 20. Of the babies born to these mothers in 2005, 78.8% were born to single mothers, including paternity acknowledged babies.

Education of Mothers Giving Birth: Children's success is strongly influenced by the education of their parents. In 2005, 308 babies, 23.5% of all babies, were born to mothers of all ages who had not completed the 12th grade. In 2005, 23.2% of White and 27.9% of African-American and Other babies were born to mothers who had completed less than the 12th grade. This is a substantial improvement from 44.0% in 1970. In addition, during 2005, 29.9% had completed 12 grades (30.3% of Whites and 25.0% of African-Americans and Others) and 46.4% had more than a high school degree (46.4% of Whites and 47.1% of African-American and Others).

Births to Single Mothers: Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades. In 2005, 166 babies, 12.7% of all babies, were recorded as born to single mothers. A decade earlier in 1990, the percentage was 17.0% and in 1960 it was 4.3%. In 2005, 10.9% of White children and 32.7% of African-American and 
Other children were born to single mothers. These numbers, however, do not include paternity acknowledgement births.

When the paternity-acknowledged babies are added, the total number born to single mothers in 2005 was 409, constituting 31.2% of all babies, 28.9% of White babies, and 56.7% of African-American and Others.

Single-Parent Family: Increasing numbers of children live in single-parent families. In 2000, 4,813 children lived with only one parent. This was 21.4% of all children, up from 16.2% in 1990, 12.2% in 1980, and 8.0% in 1970. In 2000, 18.9% of White and 43.8% of African-American and Other children lived in single-parent families. Also in 2000, 1,406 or 19.1% of children under age 6 lived in single parent families: 16.2% of White and 41.6% of African-American and Other preschoolers.
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